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Principal's Welcome Back Message

St. Monica’s acknowledges the traditional custodians of this land, the Wurunjeri
people of the Kulin Nation. We pay our respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander cultures; and to Elders both past, present and emerging.

                We’re here to learn. 
                       We’re here to make a difference.

Dear Families,

A very warm welcome to all St Monica’s families as we begin the 2025 school year. I hope and pray that this year will be one filled
with happiness, excitement, and meaningful learning for everyone in our community.
I feel incredibly privileged to lead St Monica’s with the support of our amazing staff, particularly Amy (Deputy Principal) and
Anna T (School Secretary). Their dedication and hard work, along with the commitment of our entire team, help create a school
environment where every child feels valued and supported. I am deeply committed to ensuring my focus and energy remain on
strengthening our wonderful school community, where every decision is made with the goal of making a difference for our
students, families, and the broader community.
We’ve had a wonderful start to the year, with the children settling smoothly into their classrooms and daily routines. I sincerely
appreciate your ongoing support in ensuring students arrive on time, wear the correct uniform, and have everything they need
for their school day.
Over the school holidays, St Monica’s was a hive of activity! Thorough cleaning took place across the school, and we are excited
to have new carpet installed in the Year 5/6, Year 1, and Year 2 classrooms. A huge thank you to the many parents who were
regular visitors over the break, ensuring our gardens remained hydrated during the long summer. Your generosity and care for
our school community are truly appreciated.
A special welcome to our newest Foundation students and their families: Gemma, Jason, Penny, Jacob, Cleo, Thien, Anastasia,
Jaiden, Alina, Max, Bharvi, Elliot, Estelle, Theodore, Skylar, Anirudh, and Hannah.
We also extend a warm welcome to our new students and their families:

Year 1: Kavin
Year 2: Win, Saanvi, Amber, Ethan
Year 3: RJay
Year 5: Ryan

Additionally, we are delighted to welcome new staff members to our team:
Mrs. Leanne (Year 1 – Monday and Friday)
Ms. Ida (Year 2)
At St Monica’s, we value strong relationships between home and school, and I encourage open communication. My door is always
open, and I warmly welcome families to meet with me at any time to share thoughts, ask questions, or simply have a
conversation.
Thank you for choosing to be part of the St Monica’s community. We look forward to a fantastic year ahead and hope you feel a
strong sense of belonging and connection within our school.
Together, making a difference

Andrea 

I can be safe.
I can be respectful.

I can be responsible.
I can be resilient.
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MACSEYE
MACSEYE launched their Out of School Hours Care (OSHC) program at 

St Monica’s this week! 

Quynh and Ren, our dedicated MACSEYE educators, 
will be leading the program. 

OSHC operates daily from 3:15 pm to 6:00 pm, 
offering a variety of exciting activities for children to enjoy, including arts

and crafts, sports, drawing, story writing and games.

OSHC is available every day from 3.15pm - 6pm. 



 



 

Phonological Awareness Phonics & Word Recognition

Take turns saying rhyming words i.e.
cat, mat, sat, bat 
Sing nursery rhymes and tongue
twisters 
Take turns saying words that start with
the same sound i.e your name starts P
for peter, p p p - penguin, p p p - parrot
Blend sounds to say words i.e. /c/ /a/ /t/
what's the word? cat

Practice letter sounds
Look at words and asking your child to
say each sound then blend them to
read the word 

Vocabulary Fluency

Ask your child to name objects, plants,
animals, places they go
Discuss the meaning of interesting words
in books
Talk about the WHO WHERE WHEN
WHAT in the books you read together

Read at different speeds until you find
the “just right speed”
Read the same book more than once
Point to the words as you read
Use punctuation to change your voice
when reading

Concepts of Print Writing Skills

Find the front/ back cover

Find the title

Reading direction

Find a picture

Find a word

Find a full stop

Drawing shapes
Holding different size pencils, chalk,
markers
Writing uppercase and lowercase
letters to sit on lines
Writing numbers to fit on lines and in
boxes

Literacy
At St Monica’s we provide students with evidence based learning
opportunities to support the development of literacy and numeracy skills
across all year levels. 

To support your child as we transition into the school year we have put
together some strategies you may like to implement at home.



School Saving Bonus
 

Cyber Safety 
We partner with Inform and Empower to support us with keeping our children safe online. Termly

incursions have been organised for all year levels in 2025. These incursions teach students a variety
of skills to navigate the online world safely. 

We are proud to offer free access to all our families to the Inform and Empower Webinar for Parent
and Carers 
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On Friday we celebrated Lunar New Year at St Monica’s. 
We dressed in red and yellow, read books about Lunar New

Year and had lots of fun. 



School Saving Bonus
 



 

                   School Saving Bonus (SSB) 
The School Saving Bonus recently seen in the media is $400 of additional
support for families who qualify for CSEF funding in 2025. To ensure this is
distributed correctly SMF encourage eligible families to submit their
CSEF/concessions 2025 application as soon as possible in Term 1 2025. This will
be applied to your Student levy and/or camp payment to cover the cost of
camps, excursions and school based activities. MACS Schools cannot provide
this SSB to families in a way of cash, vouchers or reimbursement.

School Fees Reminder
As we prepare for the upcoming school year, I would like to remind you of the
details regarding School Fees and Levies for 2025.
Fee Structure

Tuition Fee (Family Fee): $1640.00
Curriculum Levy: $380

Swimming Levy: $130.00
Excursion Levy: $165.00



 

School Closure Days in 2025 
These dates are aligned with the MACS Vision for Instruction and our School Improvement

Plan and Annual Action Plan 

 Flourishing Learners West Conference 
Term 1 
Tuesday March 11th (revised date) 

Professional Learning 
Term 2 
Friday 16th May 

 Professional Learning 
Term 3 
Friday 15th August 

Time in lieu for staff 

Term 4 
Monday 3rd November (the following day is
also the Melbourne Cup Public Holiday -
school is closed)  

Last day of school for students 
Tuesday 16th December 

Last day for staff - Wednesday 17th December 
Time in lieu days - Thursday 18th Dec and Friday 19th December 



 

$15
Please see the Office to purchase by cash or card. 






